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The role of religious authority in consolidating national
identity after 2003

Prof. Hussein Aliwi Nasser Al-Ziyadi
Dhi Qar University-College of Arts
Abstract

National identity is the outcome of the civilization of peoples and their
cultural heritage and intellectual depth. It is a set of commonalities that
distinguish a people from other peoples of the world. The national identity has
no connection with the existing political system at some point in time. Rather«
some political systems have contributed in one way or another to the crushing
of this identity« which is It is responsible for fragmenting the national identity
into sub-identities that do not meet the aspirations of its people. Before 2003«
Iraq witnessed a complete absence of a comprehensive concept of national
identity« and this continued after 2003« when multiple partisan¢ regional and
sectarian identities emerged. In the face of this great challenge« the religious
authority stood up in Al-Najaf Al-Ashraf is at the forefront of those who
tackle the cultivation of national identity¢ its permanence and rooting it¢ by
spreading the spirit of unity and peaceful coexistence among the components
of the Iraqi people.

.The research stems from the hypothesis that: ““The religious authority after
2003 contributed to strengthening the Iraqi national identity through its stances
and speeches. It was found through the research that the religious authority
inherited a heavy legacy with regard to the national identity and that after
2003 it was able« through its speeches and behavior« to enhance the concept
of national unity and avoid the country’s risk of slipping into sectarian war.

Keywords: religious authority« national identity« peaceful coexistence.
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The impact of the jihad fatwa of Sheikh Muhammad Taqi
al-Shirazi (may God have mercy on him) on the great Iraqi
revolution 1920 AD against the British occupier

Prof. Dr. Abdurahman ibraheem Prof. Dr.Barzan moyasir hamid
Algantossi alhameed
Dept. of History
College of Education for
Human Sciences
University of Mosul / Iraq

Dept. of History
College of Education
University of Iraqi / Iraq

Imam al-Shirazi used to find in the movement of jihad, a journey of faith
for each participant in it, enabling him to re-refine and refine the soul, by
removing from it what has befallen it of dirt, so that the jihad of the soul is
parallel to the other jihad, in defense of land and honor. And his fatwa and
the fatwa of other scholars, in support and attribution of the jithad movement,
expressed an Islamic horizon and time that would not be repeated. Other
times became smaller with it, and it seemed unable to hold even its edges,
because Imam Shirazi and other scholars wanted to hold on to history, not to
the moment, because in that is a test of their faith before To be a test of their
patriotism, and therefore the facts of what happened despite the passage of a
whole century have remained a fragrant memory that cannot be erased by all
events, because they dealt with integrated Islam, not fragmented and divided
Islam, according to the desires of sects and sects and so on.

Through the foregoing, we will discuss in this study the fatwa of Imam Al-
Shirazi (may God have mercy on him) on the rise of the national revolution
of the twentieth century, mobilizing the ranks, strengthening the forces and

sustaining the momentum of the Mujahideen against the British occupier of
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Iraq, and what is similar today to yesterday, using the descriptive historical
method based on narrating historical events, linking, analyzing and discussing
them in order to Access to the clear picture historically and by referring to the
relevant sources and references.

Keywords: impact, fatwa, jihad, Shirazi, Iraqi revolution, British.
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Religious reference and its role in Islamic unity

(Mohammed Taqi Shirazi)
Asist. Prof Muthana Abduljabbar Abood- Babylon University
Mustansiriyah university-Lecturer Ayad Younes Areeby

Abstract:

The research focuses on a basic vision represented in the role of the reference
of Sheikh Al-Shirazi in adopting the unified Islamic discourse that gathers
the foundations of Islamic unity, based on the constants of the Qur’anic
heritage, the Prophet’s Sunnah, the pure progeny, and its unification against
the colonizer.

This vision came from an in-depth reading of the occupier’s goals aimed
at dispersing the unity of Muslims and stirring up sectarian, clan and class
differences among them, for the purpose of achieving their goals and
implementing the terms of secret treaties in Arab and Islamic countries,
especially Iraq.

The research consisted of an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion,
as it came in the first topic about the position of the religious authority on
the British occupation of Iraq for the period 1914-1918, while the second
topic reviewed the role of the religious authority in crystallizing Islamic unity
against the British occupation for the period 1918-1920, while the last topic
focused On the role of religious authority in the twentieth revolution and the
establishment of the modern Iraqi state 1920-1921.

Keywords: Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi, Islamic unity, religious reference, the

Twenty Revolution
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The role of religious authority in preserving national identity

The fatwas of Sheikh Shirazi as an example
Assistant Professor Dr.Ghsoon Mezher Hussein
Department of History
College of Arts / Al-Mustansiriya University

Summary

The contemporary history of Iraq witnessed important political events,
which formed historical turning points, the most prominent of which was
the resistance of the Iraqi people against the British occupation. Therefore,
many national leaders and spiritual leaders emerged around whom the people
gathered to achieve freedom and independence. The most prominent example
of this national cohesion and rallying around national symbols is cohesion.
Between the leaders of the religious authority and its scholars with the people
of all sects at the beginning of the twentieth century, especially after the end
of the First World War and Britain’s progress to occupy the areas that were
controlled by the Ottoman Empire.

The religious authority has played dangerous roles in the history of the
Islamic nation, through its fatwas that it issued at sensitive times in modern
history, and it had a great impact on the course of events, as happened, for
example, in the fatwa of jihad against British colonialism, which was issued
by the references of tradition in Iraq in 1918. , which stipulated fighting the
English and the prohibition of dealing with them, as well as the famous fatwa
of Mirza Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi on January 23, 1919 AD, which forbade

participation in a referendum aimed at establishing a British administration
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in Iraq, and the fatwa of jihad in the twenty-first revolution on June 30, 1920
against the British occupation of Iraq.

The British realized that the fatwa was a weapon they could not confront,
because they simply could not comprehend or understand the issue, and what
makes an entire people or entire peoples obey one man in something and
abide by what he says, so they resorted to twisted and dirty methods in order
to confront the spiritual authority for religious reference.

Hence our research came to study the prominent historical and political
role of the positions of the reference Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Al-Shirazi
and the role of the fatwa issued by him in preserving the Arab and Islamic
identity of Iraq in the face of the British project in placing a British ruler
over Iraq, by confronting the referendum process in 1919, which I tried to
conduct The British occupation authorities in certain cities of Iraq, cities that
have an important religious and political weight, especially after Britain and
France reneged on their promise to establish Arab states in the region after the
withdrawal of the Ottoman influence from the Arab region. Period.
Keywords: religious reference, national identity, Sheikh Muhammad Tagqi al-

Shirazi.
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20. Abbas Kadhim ,Reclaiming Iraq (The 1920 Revolution and tl;e founding

of the state),University of Texas press - Austin, USA, first edition , 2012.
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The role of the religious authority in consolidating the Iraqi
national identity 1914 - 2014

Prof.Sist. Dr. Ali Jassim Mohammed Al-Tamimi
Prof.Sist. Dr. Saad Ali Hussein Al-Tamimi

Abstract:

It is clear the role of the supreme religious authority in preserving, rooting
and emphasizing national identity, especially in times of crisis and adversity.
Over the course of a century, the supreme religious authority has played a
prominent, effective and important role in emphasizing the national spirit
and the national dimension among the Iraqi people, and this emerged clearly
in 1914. When the Hawza, represented by the reference Sheikh Muhammad
Taqi al-Shirazi (may his secret sanctify), confronted the British occupation
and called for it to be confronted, fought and rid of by all Iraqis, regardless
of their religious, ethnic and sectarian affiliations, and to stress the call of all
the Iraqi people to stand up to Britain and expel it from Iraq, and this was for
this matter, a fundamental and decisive role in the outbreak of the twentieth
revolution against the British presence in Iraq.

This was repeated a century later when the supreme authority, Sayyid Ali al-
Sistani (may his shadow lasted), issued a fatwa for sufficient jihad to all the
Iraqi people without specifying a specific sect or doctrine to defend the land of
Iraq, the Iraqi people, and the holy sites against the terrorist attack represented
by the terrorist organization ISIS. And that blessed fatwa succeeded in
preserving the unity of Iraq’s land and people, and that fatwa had a decisive
role in striking all the schemes that sought to undermine Iraq and dividing its

identity into sub-identities that are easy to eliminate.
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Thus, it becomes clear to us the reality of the real, important and effective role
of the supreme religious authority over the ages in preserving and rooting the
national identity, preserving national unity and eliminating division among
the Iraqi people in order to get out of crises and dangerous situations in a
positive and successful manner that preserves the country’s existence and

dignity.
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Abstract

Keywords: Iraq, founding, reference, BritainStudy subject:The religious
authority in modern and contemporary history had a clear, honorable and
great position for all the events that the Muslim countries were exposed to by
the colonial state that the Muslim countries were subjected to by the colonial
countries that fought against them to colonize them or through their aides
and agents of the rulers to tear their unity, distort their approach, pollute their
beliefs and plunder their goods And the corruption of their men and women,
so he turned to confronting the jurists of the reference and its media through
fatwas that call for confronting their ideas sometimes and their attacks at other
times, and what has happened in Iraq since the beginning of the establishment
of'its state in 1921 AD after the fatwa of the twenty-first revolution launched
by the religious authority, Sheikh Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi against the
British occupiers and the consequences of it antiquities.As well as the role
of the rest of the references, scholars and reference as the institution of this
institution, which had a great role in the establishment of the Iraqi Kingdom in
particular and the history of Iraq in general.Objectives of the study:The study
aims to discuss several hypotheses trying to find solutions to them, which are
whether the religious authorities in Iraq achieved their goals, and whether
they had a major role in forming the Iraqi state. Study questions:The study
attempts to answer:1- The possibility of adopting the results returned from
religious references?Study Methodology: The study depends on the historical,
descriptive, and analytical method, the subject of the study, in which the
focus is on historical information and its analysis according to historical
and scientific data that aims to clarify the importance of the information that

can be relied upon in the study of this topic.The limits of the studyTemporal
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boundaries: relate to the historical period that the study determined, which is
the first quarter of the twentieth century.Spatial boundaries: it is the location
in which the study took place, which is Iraq.Objective limits: related to the
topic of the study, which is the role of religious authorities in establishing the
Iraqi state.Study sources:The study relied on a variety of Arab and Arabized

sources and periodicals related to the subject.
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The role of religious authority in preserving the unity of Iraq
(a study in the fatwas of scholars Yazdi, Shirazi and Sistani)

Dr. Thamer Makki Ali
College of Arts/Al-Mustansiriya University

Summary

Throughout the history of modern and contemporary Iraq, the religious
reference has constituted a vital beacon of the Iraqi society in all the heroic
stances witnessed by it, and it was the safety valve for the unity of Iraq in
its lands and sovereignty. The attacker that was besetting the country, which
put it on the threshold of a decisive stage of armed struggle and the sacred
duty to confront the forces of infidelity, that duty called for by the religious
authorities in Najaf, when they sensed that Islam was in danger, and most of
the Iraqi society was ready to respond to its repeated calls This was evident
in the conditions that paved the way for the Twentieth Revolution, which
was led by the tribes of the Middle Euphrates, with the blessing of Ayatollah
Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi (may his honorable secret be sanctified), who was
residing at that time in the holy Karbala, which forced the British to form a
national government in Iraq.

History will also record, for Mr. Yazdi and Mirza Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi
(may God sanctify their secret) and Sayyid Ali al-Hussaini al-Sistani (his
shadow be long), and those who helped them from among the scholars,
their rise above the level of sectarian affiliations, to emerge as leaders of all
Iraqis and of their various sects. And if death had interrupted the role that
Shirazi assumed, Mr. Al-Sistani continued to act as a leader for all Iraqis in

his response to the consolidation of the goals of national reconciliation. In
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addition to his movement to demand the building of national armed forces to
defend the country's security and its borders, after what was known as ISIS'
occupation of Mosul in June 2014.

Following the fatwa issued by Sayyid Kazem al-Yazdi in 1915 and Sheikh
Muhammad Tagqi al-Shirazi (may God sanctify their secret) in June 1920,
many tribal leaders were forced to declare a revolution against the British
because the pressure of public opinion was too strong to resist. With the fatwa
of the supreme reference, it can be said that had it not been for the fatwa of
Sheikh Shirazi (may his secret be sanctified), some clan leaders known for
their hostility to the British could not revolt against them, as the British could
provoke the clans opposed to them.

Those historical lessons and lessons remained in the memory of the Iraqis for
a century, until the situation turned into what it has become today in terms
of the emergence of new dark forces. Al-Wahid, and here was the voice of
the reference, the resounding cry that scattered the remnants of evil and the
enemies of the nation and humanity, when it issued the fatwa of sufficient
jihad that put everyone before his great national responsibilities in confronting
those terrorist groups.

The fatwa of sufficient jihad issued by Al-Sistani (may his shadow last) on the
thirteenth of June 2014 after the control of the terrorist gangs of ISIS and its
expansion in other regions, is considered as the first fatwa of jihad after the
fatwa of Sheikh Shirazi (may his secret be sanctified) in 1920.

As a result, hundreds of thousands of Iraqis answered the call of the rational
religious authority in Najaf, and took up arms to join the security forces. The
fatwa also played a major role in unifying the ranks of the Iraqis, and was

the basis for stopping the repercussions of terrorism. Since then, the Popular
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Mobilization has succeeded in liberating several areas that were under ISIS
control in southern Baghdad, Diyala and Salah al-Din.

Here, in particular, it is necessary to consider facts related to the relationship
between the religious authority issued by Mr. Yazdi and after him, Sheikh
Muhammad Taqi Shirazi (may God sanctify their secret) in 1920 and Mr.
Sistani (his shadow lasted) and the popular crowds that were formed thanks
to them to fight the foreign presence on Iraqi lands, and the two National and
institutional fatwas jihad.

Keywords: Religious reference, Iraq, Yazdi, Shirazi, Sistani.
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Abstract

Strengthening the national identity is one of the issues that the authority of
Sayyid Muhammad Tagqi Shirazi has been in charge of, as one of the fruits of
the authority’s policy is the issue of national identity, through its integration,
the abolition of sub-identities and the highlighting of the national identity.
He tried to lure him into the trap of sectarianism by asking him to nominate
a Shiite cleric to replace the Sunni master of the kindergarten in Samarra, but
he was disappointed at that time. The reference Muhammad Taqi al-Shirazi
replied by saying: I have no difference between a Sunni and a Shiite. , and

other positions that enhance and highlight the national identity.
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